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REDUNDANCY BENEFITS:
. Contributions are tax deductible
. Avoid accruing significant liabilities
. No administration fees
. Less administration and paperwork
. Great discounts on all safety wear and
  protective clothing

EMPLOYER 
MEMBER

EMPLOYEE 
MEMBER

MUTUAL BENEFIT FUND:
. Potential reduction in injuries at work
. Employee engagement
. Staff retention
. Employer of first choice
. Improvement in productivity

REDUNDANCY BENEFITS:
. Provides financial security
. HBF Health Insurance discount up to 12%
. HIF Health Insurance discount 12%
. No administration costs
. Easy account access
. Great discounts on all safety wear and    
 protective clothing

MUTUAL BENEFIT FUND:
. Journey cover
. Travel cover
. Death/funeral cover
. Ambulance cover
. Childcare cover

MAJOR SPONSOR OF
MATES IN CONSTRUCTION
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HIRE YOUR
APPRENTICES 

FROM
MPA SKILLS

MPA Skills Group Training Organisation [GTO] is run 
by the industry so you can be confident knowing 
that our Apprentices will get the best training and 
support. And so will you with: 

• Apprentices based North and South of the river
• Pay only for the usage of the Apprentice and not

the ownership
• All MPA Skills Apprentices are covered for

Workers Compensation
• Field Officer mentoring and support
• Flexible arrangements to meet your work

needs so if there is no work, then you can send
them back to MPA Skills or if you need more
Apprentices, just call MPA Skills

MPA Skills Apprentices are work-ready and ready to work so call today on 08 9471 6600.

For more information, email mail@mpaskills.com.au or visit mpaskills.com.au

The pre-apprenticeship and apprenticeship 
training are subject to funding by Job  & Skills WA

RTO 1892
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Think just because you’ve worked for di	erent 
employers you’re not entitled to long service 
leave? As a construction industry worker, you’re 
able to take your long service leave benefits 
with you from employer to employer.

Register now by visiting www.myleave.wa.gov.au 
or by calling 08 9476 5400.

Enjoy your 
long service
leave.

Our team has all the insurance 
solutions for painters and decorators

1300 755 112 | tradespluscover.com.au

EBM has proudly partnered with the 
MP&DA for over 20 years to provide 
insurance solutions to your industry.

• Business Insurance
• Risk Management
• Workers’ Compensation
• Injury Management
• Personal Insurance

• Financial Planning*

• Monthly Premium Funding
• Full Claims Support
• Plant, Equipment & Motor 

Vehicle Finance**

*Financial Planning services provided by EBM Financial Planning Pty Ltd ABN 46 090 738 613, which is 
an Authorised Representative of Financial Wisdom Limited ABN 70 006 646 108, AFSL 231138.

The competitively-priced insurance cover designed 
to protect you and your business, including:

** Plant, Equipment & Motor Vehicle Finance is arranged by EBM Finance Pty Ltd (ACN 616 503 229), which acts as 
a credit representative of IFBA Pty Ltd under ACL 390755.

Please ensure that you refresh yourself with the Building and Energy 
Bulletin 71 [IB071|2016] on Paint adhesion to white set plaster and 
be fully aware of what Building and Energy expects of painters as a 
registered trade.

MP&DA will continue to lobby government bodies on this important 
issue but in the meantime, the Association has developed a form for 
members to use to record white set plaster testing. Use this as part of 
your record-keeping and perhaps get it signed by the builder and [or] 
homeowner as a further safeguard prior to painting.  For a copy of this 
form [PDF or Word Document format], please access your Member 
Centre on masterpainters.asn.au

If you have any queries, please call 08 9471 6614 or  
email painters@masterpainters.asn.au

Test white set plaster 
prior to painting

WARNING: 
Master Painters & Decorators Australia [MP&DA] has been working 
tirelessly with the building and construction industry, stakeholders, and 
Building and Energy [formerly known as the Building Commission] over 
the last three years to resolve the white set plaster issue.  Unfortunately 
the outcomes desired is an ongoing battle which means painters are 
still not protected.

Building and Energy continue to enforce that it is the builders and 
painters responsibility [and painters liability] so please do not paint white 
set plaster unless you have followed the recommendations of Guide 
to Painting of Buildings [Australian Standard AS|NZS 2311:2009] or 
manufacturers recommendations and are 100 per cent sure that the 
substrate is fit for purpose.

Please ensure you test:
1. 	Moisture levels
2. 	pH levels

3. 	Thumbnail test or the use of a hard object in order to test 
incoherent softness, plus general visible observation such  
as efflorescence and powderiness.

If you do not follow these procedures, you may be held liable for 
any future failure because the very act of painting a surface may be 
interpreted as accepting that surface as being suitable for painting.    
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Meet the new Artisans  
in our Haymes Family.

Find out more at 
haymespaint.com.au/artisancollection

M E TA L L I C S

T E X T U R E S

S U R FAC E

Our Artisan Collection is a family  
of ultra-premium finishes designed  
to create the perfect imperfection.

An exciting collection of Metallics, 
Textures and Surfaces designed 
to transform interior and exterior 
environments.

A new range of textural finishes by Haymes Paint is set 
to fire the imaginations of homeowners, designers and 
painters and decorators across Australia. 
The company’s new Artisan Collection, launched in late 2017, features a 
variety of unique effects that inject dimension and personality into spaces.  

“We developed the Artisan Collection to encourage people to see 
what’s possible through using paint products innovatively, whether it be 
accentuating raw materials such as concrete or stone, or adding a touch 
of luxe with beautifully-designed metallics,” says Wendy Rennie, Colour 
and Concept Manager at Haymes. 

Inspired by a visit to Milan – a city where high-end finishes easily juxtapose 
with natural materials, and where surface diversity is prized – the collection 
consists of three core categories. 

The extremely versatile Surface series is one product with four 
handcrafted, but distinct applications: Industrial, Bloom, Gravity and 
Brushed. The subtle qualities of the product bring out the beauty in the 
finish, giving walls a contemporary yet timeless feel, and adding a sense of 
movement and tactility to a space.  

The Metallics range, encompassing Matte Polish, Metal Trace, Real Iron 
and Real Copper, as well as an Oxidising Patina, offers a grittier but high-
end quality with ultra-premium finishes. For example, Matte Polish is an 
understated silken metallic, which is brought to life with a simple trowel 
application that creates a low-lustre overlapping pattern. Highlights and 
lowlights are accentuated with the fall of light, simulating the look and feel 
of Venetian plaster. 

Haymes in conjunction with MP&DA are holding a special Artisan 
Collection Applicator Training Program on Tuesday 21 August 2018.  

This a perfect opportunity for members who specialise in decorative 
effects to broaden their existing skill set and train on application 
techniques for the Artisan Range.  Plus they will become one of a 
selected few approved by Haymes to apply this range of products 
for the Western Australian market. Course fee applies.  Only 15 
positions available so hurry as places are limited.

For more information, please call 08 9471 6614 or email 
painters@masterpainters.asn.au

Finally, Textures is highly diverse and tactile, suitable for both residential 
and commercial settings. Each of its textured finishes – Rendercoat, 
Mortar, Soft Chalk and Sand – are available in their own colour ranges, 
and have been carefully considered in the context of where they will 
achieve the best results. For instance, when used externally, the Mortar 
texture gives an aged look and feel, which adds to the authenticity of the 
product within its surroundings. 

Each finish in the collection was designed specifically with the end 
consumer in mind, but carefully considered and tested to be holistically 
cohesive. Each category feature its own palette and application 
techniques, which can be employed by a painter and decorator 
specialising in decorative effects. Experimentation to achieve a unique, 
customised result for clients is also highly encouraged.

“We want to see people transform their homes by offering 
exciting alternatives, and that challenge the status quo through 
unique effects in texture, surface and colour,” Rennie says.

MP&DA Members:  
Haymes Artisan Collection 
Applicator Training Course"

Haymes New Artisan Collection

The Association received a 20 per cent response rate which was much 
higher than anticipated and in line with the industry average. 

The results were not entirely surprising, but it did highlight that the main 
issues of concern were universal, whether that be members or non-
members, regional or metropolitan, different stages of business growth 
and industry covered [residential or commercial].  

The three main issues being:
Unregistered painters such as illegal workers, unqualified workers, 
457 visas and overseas workers.  A number of respondents also 
questioned the $1000 threshold and whether this could be lowered.

Building and Energy [formerly known as the Building Commission]  
and the policing of unregistered painters, and increasing the number of 
painting inspectors to reduce this widespread problem.

And lastly but not least, white set plaster with some respondents 
questioning how the Australian Standards are written and its impact on 
builder and painter responsibilities and liabilities.

Congratulations to Nicole Weissenfels who won 
the Makita Bluetooth Cordless Job Site Radio from 
Brushstrokes December edition.

Early this year, MP&DA distributed an online Industry Pulse Survey to members and non-members asking them  
to comment on issues they think are affecting the painting and decorating industry right now and in the future.

MP&DA has and will continue to lobby these issues as a matter of priority  
for its members and as the voice of the painting and decorating industry.

The questionnaire also provided invaluable feedback in terms of what 
benefits members value the most and reinforced that MP&DA is in alignment 
with these findings.  Having said that, there are always ways in which the 
Association can continue to add value to its members and it will continue 
to explore these opportunities.

Thank you to all of you who participated in this questionnaire.   
And congratulations to the following winners who won a $100 
Woolworths voucher for their efforts: R Whittleston, J Yates,  
J Zappacosta, R De Azevedo and L Van der Linden.

WIN a portable WAECO cooler

To enter, simply email painters@masterpainters.asn.au 
with your full name, address, contact details and type 
‘Win a WAECO Cooler’ in the subject heading.   
Entries close Friday 27 July 2018. 

Winners will be notified by email and telephone.

Brushstrokes is giving one lucky winner the chance to win the 
ultimate portable van cooler.  The WAECO Cooler TC Thermo 
Cooler is a practical 14L thermoelectric cooler for convenient 
storage of food and beverages in hot climates.  

And it also comes with a 
heating mode to 
keep contents warm 
too – perfect for 
those soups and hot 
meals during winter.  
Valued at $200.00

Industry Pulse Survey Results
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Next to colour and durability, sheen may seem like a minor 
factor when choosing the best product for your paint 
project. After all, the conventional advice has always been  
to go flat for ceilings, satin for living areas, and a higher 
sheen for kitchens, bathrooms and laundries. 
“A higher sheen, in products such as a semi-gloss paint, means the 
surface is less porous and therefore more resistant to moisture and 
easier to clean,” Scott Cattell, Product Training Manager at Haymes 
Paint, explains. This makes it suitable for environments with frequent 
exposure to high levels of moisture and humidity. 

The catch, however, is that glossier finishes tend to highlight surface 
imperfections more clearly than their flatter counterparts. They can also 
be glarier on the eyes, especially in white or brighter colours, and in 
rooms with artificial lighting. 

At the same time, the market has trended towards lower sheens, which 
feature a more luxurious, restful feel. As Bonnie Jenkinson, Dulux Interior 
Product Manager, puts it, low sheens are a “more appealing option to 
home owners as they do not give off as much reflection as higher sheens.” 

There are several products on the market today that cater to this less 
reflective aesthetic, without compromising on the benefits of glossier 
wet area paints, such as washability, and anti-bacterial and anti-mould 
properties. 

One example is Dulux’s Wash & Wear +Plus 
Kitchen&Bathroom in low sheen. Launched in 
2015, the product is powered by 101 Barrier 
Technology, which provides a washable and 
durable finish able to withstand lasting wear and 
tear. Another kitchen and bathroom paint that 
comes in a low sheen finish while offering superior 
washability and a stain-proof barrier is Haymes 
Ultra Premium Expressions Interior. 

1o

Resene also supplies its bathroom paints in 
a low sheen finish. The company traditionally 
only sold solvent-borne enamels for wet area 
applications, before launching waterborne 
versions – Resene Enamacryl [gloss] and 
Lustacryl [semi-gloss]. But this too, gave way  
to demands for a low sheen finish. 

“[We were] working on a more durable finish for general living areas that 
would be more washable than a standard acrylic. Out of this work,  
Resene SpaceCote Low Sheen was developed,” Karen Warman, 
Resene’s Marketing Manager, explains. 

“Resene SpaceCote Low Sheen very quickly started to be used in all 
interior areas of a home.  Because wet areas are subject to additional 
bacteria and mould issues that are not so prevalent in other areas of a 
home, Resene chemists created a new version, Resene SpaceCote 
Low Sheen Kitchen & Bathroom, that would have all the durability and 
washability of the original Resene SpaceCote Low Sheen, but with the 
added benefits of anti-bacterial and additional mould resistance.”

A more recent introduction is Taubmans’ new 
formulation of its flagship Endure Interior paint. 
Featuring 3M® Ceramic Microsphere technology, 
which creates a protective shield so dirt and stains 
can be wiped away without scratching the surface, 
the new product comes in a ‘Matt’ finish but 
performs like a low sheen in terms of washability 
and stain resistance. 

“Up until now, choosing paints has necessitated compromising on one 
or more of the key elements of the perfect product,” Taubmans’ paint 
expert, Fiona King, says. “For example, a paint that washes well and 
doesn’t leave any shiny patches may never resist the initial stain, so the 
mark remains.”

However, with Taubmans’ new Endure Interior range – and the various 
low-sheen, highly durable paint options on the market – painters today 
“can have the lot”.

Image courtesy of HaymesImage courtesy of Resene

By Geraldine Chua

Paints you shouldn't gloss over
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Resene’s most popular waterborne enamel for  
trim and joinery is the semi-gloss Resene 
Lustacryl. The Lustacryl formulation was recently 
updated with a Resene Brushing Additive that 
provides a smoother finish, as expected in a 
solventborne product. If a higher gloss level is 
desired, the company recommends the Resene 
Enamacryl gloss waterborne enamel.  

Comparable products on the market include the 
Dulux Aquanamel, a water-based enamel that is 
chip resistant and hard wearing for a long lasting 
finish.

Dulux also offers the Professional Fast Finish Water 
Based Enamel – a water-based formula that is 

non-yellowing and designed 
specifically to be sprayed by 
a professional painter. This 
allows for a very smooth finish, again similar to what 
is expected from an oil-based enamel.

The Taubmans Water Based Enamel, a low VOC 
product with a non-yellowing 
formula for doors, trim, skirting 
boards and windows, is yet 

another option. Providing protection against mould 
and mildew, it is approved by the National Asthma 
Council Australia’s Sensitive Choice program. 

McCorkell also recommends the Taubmans 
Ultimate Enamel, an alkyd-based product that 
provides the durability and performance of a 
traditional oil-based enamel, while being environmentally friendly. 

“It’s still an alkyd, so it has a tendency to yellow, but nowhere near as 
much as solvent-based options. It delivers high gloss and hardness 
you can’t get from other acrylics.”

So should painters choose water-based paints over oil-based options? 
For McCorkell, it boils down to the client’s preferences and priorities. 

“Lot of trade painters will prefer the Ultimate Enamel, whereas DIY-ers 
will choose a product that does not yellow over the time,” he adds.

“But we’re always looking to make improvements to our products, 
especially in the trim space.

“Customers want it all at the end of the day: high gloss, non-yellowing, 
so we’re figuring out how to deliver that.”

Pumpline - WA
22 Irvine St

Bayswater WA 6053
Tel: 08 9271 2265
Fax: 08 9271 2235

Pumpline - VIC
Unit 12/58 Mahoneys Rd
Thomastown VIC 3074

Tel: 03 9462 1033
Fax: 03 9462 1089

Airblast - QLD
Unit 1/272 Lavarack Ave

Pinkenba QLD 4008
Tel: 07 3260 2670
Fax: 07 3260 2672

YOUR SERVICE WILL INCLUDE:
Unit pressure test
Visual hose inspection and pressure test
Check gun shutoff and trigger safety
Inspect tip and tip guard
Check inlet, outlet and gun Filters
Check electrical lead and plug
Test inlet and outlet valves
Check pressure control calibration
Inspect piston pump seals for replacement
Written report with service guarantee

Authorised Graco
Service Centre

EXPERIENCED TECHNICIANS
SERVICING YOUR 

AIRLESS EQUIPMENT

Speak to us today for all
your spraying solutions!

Fully trained technicans
Servicing all makes and models
Pick up service available
Full spare parts available

QUEENSLAND 

UNIT 1 / 272 LAVARACK AVE, 
PINKENBA, QLD 4008

TEL: +61 (07) 3260 2670
FAX: +61 (07) 3260 2672

EMAIL: ROSS@AIRBLASTQLD.COM.AU

PERTH 

UNIT 5 / 16-18 KEWDALE RD,
, WA 6

TEL: +61 (08) 9
FAX: +61 (08

EMAIL: DAVID@AIRBLASTWA.COM.AU

VICTORIA

13B THE CROSSWAY
CAMPBELLFIELD, VIC 3061

TEL: +61 (03) 9357 6522
FAX: +61 (03) 9357 7511

EMAIL: PETER@AIRBLASTVIC.COM.AU

Authorised Graco
Service Centre

It is widely recognised and expected that alkyd enamel paint, 
no matter how high quality or expensive, will yellow over 
time. This occurs due to the presence of chromophores–
coloured chemicals that are sensitive to light. 

“Yellowing is inherent to oil-based enamels due to their curing process 
and is often worse in dark spaces with not much access to natural 
light,” Caitlin O’Brien, Dulux Product Manager, explains. 

Some paints discolour more or faster than others depending on the 
type of vegetable oil blend used in the formulation. Discolouration may 
also be accelerated by the presence of ammonia, found in certain 
types of household cleaners, as well as in acrylic water-based paints. 
On the contrary, natural light can provide natural bleaching to offset the 
yellowing.

In 2017, following a number of complaints, Building and Energy 
[formerly known as the Building Commission] released a bulletin 
advising painters to inform their clients of these issues from the outset 
of a project.   It stated: “Unless brought to their attention prior to 
painting, homeowners may not expect an alkyd enamel surface to 
yellow prematurely.

“Building and painting contractors are deemed to be the experts in the 
building industry, and it is their responsibility to inform homeowners and 
clients in writing of the potential for alkyd enamel paints to yellow.”

Some paint manufacturers had already been doing that. Taubmans, for 
example, has been providing warnings and disclaimers on the labels of 
its alkyd-based products for several years. 

“The paint industry in general has also worked to raise awareness and 
put out documents online [about this issue],” Taubmans Technical 
Manager, Paul McCorkell, notes. “From our point of view, the more 
communication, the better.”

NON-YELLOWING OPTIONS
An easy way to avoid miscommunication and prevent complaints is 
to select a system that does not discolour over time. Water-based 
acrylic products not only do not yellow; they are also easy to work with, 
durable, easy to clean up, and feature a high gloss. 

“Painters who tend to stay with solventborne products have usually 
done so because they like the smoother finish, or they find waterborne 
paints dry faster so it is harder for them to keep a wet edge,” Karen 
Warman, Resene Marketing Manager, explains. 

However, many are gradually moving to waterborne enamels, which 
can be used for trim and joinery, both indoors and outdoors.

The case for non-yellowing paints
Water vs Oil:
By Geraldine Chua
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TRAIN WITH
THE BEST AT
MPA SKILLS

Train with MPA Skills and you will be well on your way to starting a successful painting career.

MPA Skills is a Registered Training Organisation [RTO] and train apprentices from either direct indenture or from 
the Group Training Organisation [GTO], as well as providing advanced training programs.  

Renowned for producing the state’s best tradesmen and women, each year MPA Skills delivers a substantial 
number of painting and plumbing apprentices to the industry, and trains more than 1,200 students with its 
apprenticeship programs. 

MPA Skills is backed by industry, so you know you will get the best training to meet current industry needs.

It also runs advanced training programs so you can even go 
further in your career, including running your own business.

• Training facilities North and South of the River
• Payment plans available
• Flexible learning where MPA Skills can come to you
• Industry-recognised qualifications and training
• Flexible arrangements to meet your business needs

For more information, call MPA Skills today on 08 9471 6600.

W mpaskills.com.au E mail@mpaskills.com.au

The pre-apprenticeship and apprenticeship 
training are subject to funding by Job  & Skills WA

RTO 1892
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A West Australian paint manufacturer is on track to  
open the world’s largest natural lime paint factory in  
the Middle East. 
Bauwerk’s new painting plant in Saudi Arabia is expected to complete 
construction by early 2019, and will operate under its joint venture, 
Dry Mortar Company [DMC]. The factory will have the capacity to 
manufacture two million litres of natural lime paint annually. 

“The last few years have been exciting yet challenging,” Bauwerk’s co-
founder, Bronwyn Riedel, tells Brushstrokes. “The [Saudi] market has 
experienced turmoil with the political situation and the economy, but in 
2018 we are seeing good growth as the political climate has become 
more stable.”

An unlikely location at first glance, the Middle East is a key market 
for Bauwerk for one simple reason: the company’s mineral-based 
limewash paints are especially compatible with the region’s brick 
and render surfaces. Best known for its depth and chalky textures, 
limewash paint is easily absorbed into render, allowing for a fully 
permeable finish that can withstand the Middle East’s harsh 
conditions. 

In addition, Bauwerk takes the title of offering more colours than any 
other limewash paint brand in the world, making it highly sought after in 
Saudi Arabia and beyond. 

The Perth-based company got its start in 2000 when Riedel, a 
textile designer who also taught colour theory, and her stonemason 
husband Andreas, were renovating their home, as well as several 
other heritage projects.

“We had always made limewash for our own projects, and loved 
how beautiful they were and how well they worked on the masonry 
buildings found in WA,” Riedel says.

“We decided to merge our skills and began Bauwerk, with me creating 
the colours and Andreas making the lime paint. We started in an old 
bakery in South Fremantle including a cafe to share our ideas, and it took 
off in the first week.”

By 2004, Bauwerk had begun exploring the idea of exporting its paints 
internationally. Today, it supplies its products to the Middle East, Europe 
and most recently, the United States. 

However, the team still faces several challenges, from expanding 
into culturally different markets such as Saudi Arabia, to changing 
perceptions within the Australian industry. One of the biggest hurdles is 
education. Although Bauwerk offers an extensive range, the application 
of its lime paints remains completely different to more conventional 
competitors. This means that while designers may love their products, 
painters often need a bit more convincing. 

“But we find once they understand how it works, they love it,” Riedel 
notes. “And we have many customers looking for painters which 
specialise in these types of finishes. 

“We also offer advice and phone support to any painter using our paints.”

Another major drawing point is Bauwerk’s sustainability credentials. Not 
only are its natural paints made with soft technology and 100 per cent 
green power, they also contain no VOCs, making them a healthy solution 
for professional painters and everyday customers alike.  

With its painting plant in Saudi Arabia nearing completion, the wheels 
on Bauwerk’s expansion plans continue to spin at full force. Currently, 
the company is focused on building its presence online, and is in 
negotiations with a major online retailer to partner on their platform. 

The team also consistently searches and trials new pigments for 
new, strong lightfast colours to be added to its range. One of its latest 
creations is a black limewash called ONYX, which can be used on both 
interiors and exteriors. 

Clearly, the innovation never stops either.

The rise of Bauwerk 










